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Wednesday 11 October, 5.30 for 6pm

In this illustrated talk, Ballarat-born, 
Tasmanian-based artist, Lauren Black 
takes you into the making of Memento 
Mori. Created as an addition the 
exhibition, Lauren gives an intimate 
insight into two very different worlds of 
medicine – that of the pathology museum 
with its hidden world of diseased human 
tissue specimens, and the alternate 
world of Chinese medicine, which she 
investigated while on a residency in 
Penang.

Please be aware that images of 
anatomical human remains will be 
displayed as part of this presentation.

Light refreshments served from 5.30pm, 
talk starts at 6pm.

Donations appreciated

Saturday 25 November, 2pm

Artist Lauren Black is joined by 
Dr Helen MacDonald, Senior Fellow in the 
School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies at the University of Melbourne, 
and Dr Ryan Jefferies, Curator of the Harry 
Brookes Allen Museum of Anatomy and 
Pathology at the University of Melbourne, 
with a guest moderator, as they tease 
out some of the issues relating to artistic 
and creative responses to human 
remains in museum collections.

Free event

Lauren Black Artist Talk A Complex Beauty Forum
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 Memento Mori I Lauren Black I A Complex Beauty

Opening Event

Friday 29 September, 5.30 for 6pm

Guest speaker
Dr Helen MacDonald
School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies, University of Melbourne

RSVP by Wednesday 27 September 
to artgal@ballarat.vic.gov.au or 
call the Gallery on 03 5320 5858.

Memento Mori:

Art, Medicine and the Body
Lauren Black

A Complex Beauty 

Lauren Black

Saturday 30 September 2017 
to Sunday 28 January 2018

The Latin term Memento Mori means 
‘remember you will die’.

While artist Lauren Black is well-known 
for her detailed botanical work, in this 
exhibition she departs from her usual 
themes to examine the body, juxtaposing 
detailed anatomical drawings of human 
diseases with artworks inspired by 
traditional Chinese medicine.

Black worked closely with diseased 
human remains from the R. A. Rodda 
Museum of Pathology at the University 
of Tasmania, and undertook an arts 
residency in Penang, Malaysia, which 
allowed her to develop a body of work 
around Chinese herbal medicine. 

The exhibition brings together two very 
different ways of observing the body and 
approaching human health, allowing for 
reflection on the fragility of life and the 
inevitability of death.

Saturday 30 September 2017 
to Sunday 28 January 2018

A Complex Beauty is an artistic 
engagement with disease and medical 
science, bringing together new works 
with artefacts from medicine’s past. 
In her hands, pathological specimens 
cast off their museum identities and 
become once again vibrant material 
with a past and a ghostly afterlife.

The works in the exhibition are an 
outcome of a residency by Black at the 
Harry Brookes Allen Museum of Anatomy 
and Pathology at The University of 
Melbourne.

Black lifts the shroud of the skin to 
reveal a hidden, internal, anatomical 
world, reserved primarily for health 
professionals. The fine detail and artful 
skill of her beautiful artworks are 
anatomically insightful and explore the 
fine line between life, death and identity.


